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It is well known that the

Samaritans, as well as the Jews,
expect the coming of a prophet
who is to deliver them from op-

pression, re-establish their law,

and subject all other nations to

their dominion
;
and that they

grouiKl their expectation of this

prophet on these words of God
to Sloses, “ I will raise up a
prophet, like unto thee, of thy
brethren.”

This prophet they call

H ASCII A B, or, accord-

ing to the Samaritan dialect,

Hnr\n Hath a b, a word of

which no explanation has as

yet been given that is at all

probable. But so far from
applying to the coming of the

Messiah the well-known pro-

phecy ofJacob, that the sceptre

shall not depart from Judah
until Shiloh come, they believe

that this word
,
whose meaning

has so much puzzled critics

and commentators, is meant to

designate a certain personage,

an enemy to the true religiou,

VOL. I.

who has seduced the nations,

and turned them from obe-
dience to the law.

This personage, if we can
give any credit to some writ-

ings of the Samaritans that

have reached us, is Solomon;
an interpretation which, consi-

dering their gross ignorance of
history, need not surprise us.

According to a*conjecture, more
ingenious, perhaps, than solid,

of M. Bruns, it should be Jesus
Christ. But however this may
be, it was thought proper to

interrogate Salarneh on these:

two points of his belief, and
1 here subjoin his replies, in

which he evades the use of the

word 31essiah,
“ What you remark to us on

the subject of the prophet fJa-
thab^ is exactly as you say ;

Jehovah said to Moses, 1 will

raise up^ of your brethren^ a
prophet like unto thee.* There
is a great mystery in regard to

Hathab who is yet to come,

.
* This and the above reference^ <o

Deuti xviii, 15, are scarcely correct.
• See that text. Tr.
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and who will manifcbt bis spirit.

We shall be happy when he
comes. As to wLat you say ot'

Shiloh^ the same is our opi-

nion
; he hated the law of

Moses.”
To the question, IIow the

Samaritans pronounce the word
Shiloh, no answer has been re-

turned. But in a postscript to

his last reply, Salameli resumes
tlie subject of the Messiah, and

,
thus expresses himself: “In
regard to what you say respect-

ing the prophet of whom Jeho-
vah spoke by Moses, know that

wc have certain distinguishing

marks by which wc shall know
him when he appears. Wc
know his name, agreeably to

what is maintained by the Rab-
bins.” This I understand to

mean that, the name of Mes-
siah is known by the

Samaritans. But they shew a

reluctance to explain them-
selves on this point, always
using ^sometliing enigmatical

when they have occasion to

touch on the subject, as may
be seen by a passage in one of

their letters to their brethren in

Englafid, where they express

this name by writing only its

first letter, O. Nor, indeed, is

it to be woiitlered at that they

entertain prejudices against this

name, which they could receive

only from the Jews, for it is

not to be found in the Penta-

teuch.

Of their priests, or the mi-
nisters ofreligion.
The Samaritans have long

boasted of their having a de-

scendciit of the family of Aaron
at the head of their religion.

But now they admit that the

race of Aaron has been extinct

among them for these hundred
and fifty years, and that the

high-priestliood is now filled

by merely a descendent of

Levi.

They acknowledge all the

rights and privileges that are

given by the law to the high-

priest, wliom they call in He-

brew Haccohen
Uaggadol, and in Arabic,

Alrtis Aldjelit, or the most

illustrious.

Salameh, to whom we are

indebted for the correspon-

dence of which I have here

given an extract, now enjoys-

this dignity, and takes the title

of Pretre Le'dte.

Of their marriages ;— of
polygamy ;— of divorce; and

ofmarrying the brother’*s mi-

dozi).

Various questions were pro-

posed to the Samaritans on the

subject of marriage, polygamy,
and divorce. The substance

of their replies is, that they re-

ligiousl}’ abstain from conhact-

ing marriages within the de-

grees prohibited by the law

;

but they specify none of these

in particular. They reject all

conjugal unions with the Jews :

they practise divorce in con-

formity to the law ;
but their

reply specifies none of the legi-

timate causes of divorce, con-

tenting themselves with ex-

pressing them in the terms used

in the book of Deuteronomy,

because he hath found some

uncleanness in her, and in a

sense respecting which com-

mentators are not agreed.
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The reply on the subject of lates to the celebration of the

polygamy is very obscure, sabbath, and the feasts, circum-

One might be led to con- cision, the legal impurities, the

elude from their former letters, totafot, or phylacte-

that it was entirely prohibited.

But if I rightly understand
Salameh’s reply, a Samaritan
may at first marry two wives,

and cohabit with them, so long

as both these shall live
;
but if

one of them happen to die

before him, he is not at liberty

to fill her place with another.

Should he lose both, he may
marry again as often as he shall

become a w idower
;

but he is

not again allowed to have more
than one wife at a time.

As to the law which requires

a man to marry the widow of
his brother w ho has died with-

out children, Salameh’s reply

is very remarkable, for it^main-

tains, agreeably no doubt to

tlie interpretation which the

Samaritans have put upon this

law, that the word brother is

not here meant to express any
degree of parentage, but is to

be understood in a metaphorical

sense, and signifies merely a

man united by the same faith

and the same religion, a co-

religionaire., if I may so ex-
press myself.

Of the marks which distin-

guish the Samaritans from the

Jews.
I decline entering into a de-

tail of all that is contained in

the two replies of the Samari-
tans to the queries put to them
by M. Gregoire and myself.

I say nothing here of various

matters that seem to be of little

importance, or to aflPord no
new information, as what re-

ries; the sisiot^ or

fringes; holy water prepar d
with the ashes of a red heifer

;

the education of children; in-

heritances
;

the impositions

which the Samaritans paj^; the

professions which they exer-

cise : passing over these and
such like things, 1 proceed to

take notice of some of the lead-

ing marks which distinguish

the Samaritans from the Jews,'
as specified by Salameli.

The Samaritans have their

synagogues and their houses

appropriated to their own par-

ticular use and occupation.

They do not permit the mem-
bers of any other sect to be
buried in their cemeteries.

They do not cat w ith the Jews;
nor do they eat meat that has
been killed by them ;—they do
not contract marriages with
them, for the Jews are excom-
municated by them; nor do
they follow the practice of the
Jews in the use of phylacteries

and fringes. 'I'heir law^, how-
ever, is the very same; it com-
prizes, with the Samaritans,

as well as with the Jews, six

hundred and thirty precepts;

but there is some difference

between them as to the obser-

vation of these precepts, in re-

gard to purifications, to which
the Samaritans strictly conform,
while the Jews are obliged to

disregard them, Jerusalem be-

ing no longer in their posses-

sion. The Samaritans have a
form of w riting and of pronun-
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ciation dilFerent from those of

the Jews. They make no
cfiange in the characters in

which ihe law is written, and
they add none others, conform-
ing in this to the command
which God gave when speak-
ing of the law : Ye shall not

add imto the word which I
command you,, neither shallye
diminish ought from it. The
vowel-points they regard as an
addition made by the Jews to

tlie text of tlie law. But not-

withstanding what is here said

of the identity of the law that

is in the hands of the Jews and
of the Samaritans, we read thus

in another place :
“ We have

precepts different from theirs,

and we have not two doctrines;

we all follow one and the same
law.” It appears highly pro-

bable tliat by those precepts

which are observed by the

Jews, and which are diflerent

from those that the Samaritans

follow, are here meant the

Jewish practices founded on
the traditions of the Talmud,
and that tlie Samaritans oppose
their unity of doctrine to the

division of the Jews into Ka-
raites and Rabbinists

;
a divi-

sion to which tlicy declared in

their last reply tliat tiiey were
not strangers. That they pro-
fessed to say quite the contrary
in their former reply, might
have been owing to this cir-

cumstance, that the person
who was employed to trans-

late the questions into Arabic,
not being acquainted with the

subject, had strangely disfi-

gured the names of these two
Jewish sects. The Samaritans

insist, on the other hand, that

there is neither division nor
sect among them

;
and it ap-

pears that even the name of
Dositheans is not known among
them to this day.* The ques-
tion that was put to them in

order to know whether they
had different sects among them,
having been expressed in the

Arabic translation, in an am-
biguous manner, gave occasion

to a misunderstanding of which
I have spoken elsewhere, and
produced a long exposition of
different covenants of God with
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Phi-

nehas, and the children of

Israel, which it does not suit

my plan to take notice of here.

Of theirfunerals.

The object of one of the

questions proposed to the Sa-
maritans, was to learn from
them their ceremonies and ob-

servances in regard to the dead,
and to interments. It was par-

ticularly desired to know whe-
tlier there was any truth in the

singular statement in the reply

of M. Pillavoine, that in order

to avoid the defilement pro-

duced by touching a dead
body, they employ Turks, or

Christians, in burying their

brethren, which appears to us

to be highly incredible.

1 shall here transcribe Sala-

mch’s reply: You wish to

know what is our practice in

regard to the dead
;

it is this.

Before the departure of the

soul from the body, we read

for the dying, some passages

* The Samaritans were formerly sup-

posed to be divided into four sects, of

which the Dositheans was one. Tr.
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chosen from the law, and we
put up prayers to God on

mount Gerizim. After the pa-

tient is dead, we wash the

body in pure water with our

own hands, and we recite over

it the whole law. When
tlie interment is about to take

place, we suspend our reading;

and while the corps is carried

to the grave, we read before it,

from that place where we left

off, to the end of the law. Our
sepulchres are our owui pro-

perty, and no stranger is bu-

ried in them. They are situ-

ated in siglitof mount Gerizim.

We observe every thing in

regard to defilements, accord-

ing as the Lord hath appointed^

We recite hymns and prayers

that Jehovah would pardon
the dead, and the priest puri-

fies them by prayer.”

Of their kalendar.

Some of the religious customs

and practices of the Jews being
indispensably connected with

the season of ripe grain, it is

highly probable that the Israel-

ites regulated their year accord-

ing to the labours and seasons

of husbandry. On the other

hand, it is certain that their

months were lunar. It is there-

fore highly probable that they

used, in old times, the same
means as now, for reconciling

the lunar year with the solar,

or rather the agricultural. This
means consists, as is well known,
in adding a month to the lunar

year, which is thus made to

contain thirteen lunations.*

* The Jewish year consists of only

twelve lunar months, some of w hich have
twenty-nine, others thirty days. Tr.

But it is not quite certain whe-
ther they regulated these inter-

calations according to a per-

manent cycle, or determined
them annually, after observing

the state of the earth and of its

productions. These two sys-

tems long divided the Jews
after their dispersion.

It appears probable that

when they formed an inde-

j)endent nation, tliey adopted
the latter system, which does

not require any knowledge of

astronomy, and tliat the office

of determining the intercala-

tions was a privilege of the

high-pricst.

The rule for fixing the new
moons has not been less a bone
of contention among the Jews,
than among the Mohammedans.
The one party would not fix

the time of keeping the new
moon till after her appearance,
the other employed calculation,

and fixed it at the conjunction

of the sun and moon. It ap-

pears that the former mode,
which agrees better with the

simplicity of ancient times,

was the only one in use long
after the captivity at Baby-
lon.*

We have never liad in Eu-
rope a just idea of the kalendar
of the Samaritans. It seems
that their high-priest was in

the habit of sending every year,

or every half year, to the mem-
bers of their body, established

in difterent places, a kalendar

which fixed the time of the dif-

ferent eras, and of the conjunc-

* This is the mode now in use among
the Jews. Tr,
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tion of the sun and moon, and
conscquentlj^ of the beginning
of each lunation. Scaliger has

published two of these kalen-

dais, but they are filled with

difficulties that cannot be rea-

dily got over. Various ques-

tions relating to this subject

were proposed to the Samari-
tans. These 1 shall here trans-

cribe, together with the an-

swers.
“ God (it was observed) has

commanded you to keep the

Passover on the 14th day of

the first mordh) and to offer the

first fruits of your harvest on
the second day of the feast of

weeks. Your year ought not,

then, to be like the year of the

Mohammedans, whereof the

first mouth happens sometimes

in the winter, sometimes in

the summer;—at other times

in the spring, and in some
years even in the harvest. By
what rules are you guided irr

fixing the beginning of the

year, on which depends the

order of the feasts and their

regulations ? Do you conform
to the practice of the Christians,

who are guided by the solar

year, or of the Jews, who ob-

serve the lunar year, but intro-

duce an intercalation ?

‘‘ Do you keep the new
moons, and have you prayers

appropriate for that season ?

How do you fix the slated

time of the new moon? Is it

from the appearance of the

moon, or by calculation ? Do
you make use of astronomical

tables?”

A paragraph in Salameh’s
former letter contained some-

thing on this subject. In re-

plying to the question that was
put to him in order to learn

wliether the Samtiritans were
divided into sects, a question

wliich I have already observed
he did not fully understand,
he said, among other things,'

We have still the divisions

of the heaven, — astronomical

tables in Hebrew, by w hich we
know beforehand the eclipses

of the moon and of the sun,

and the conjunction (of the sun
and moon) w hich fixes the time
of the new moon, and the par-

ticular days on which the seve-

ral festivals should be cele-

brated.” The person who co-

pied the letter in Arabic had
so disfigured this passage, that

no sense could be made of it.

Fresh questions were therefore

proposed, as now transcribed,

and to these Salameh replies

thus

:

“ You wish to know,' my
brother, whether we regulate

our new moons by observation

or by calculation : I therefore

beg to acquaint you, brother,

that the new moons and all the

feasts arc regulated agreeably

to a calculation which we use,

and which was made by Phi-

nehas for the latitude of mount
Gerizim. We keep the manu-
script of this book, and every
six months we draw up from it

rules for fixing the time of the

now moons and the feasts, and
we disperse them in Israel. We
likewise know^the moment when
the dragon attacks the two stars,

(it is plain that he here means
the eclipses of the sun and of

the moon), together with the
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hours, tliG minutes, and the

years, in an exact manner.

You inquire whether we have
astroivomical tables ; we have
only those uhich I have now
mentioned.”

These tables seem to contain

a perpetual kalendar. The
reply of Salameh is here at-

•tended with several difliculties;

but yet I do not suppose that

I have misunderstood it in any
material point. I have, hov/-

-ever, begged the favour of

M. Rousseau to procure for me
some of those kalendars which
the Samaritans construct and
circulate every six months.

Of the present state of the

Samaritans.

It now only remains for me
to extract from the letters of

Salameh, and from his replies

to the questions that were pro-

posed to him, what relates to

the present state of the Sama-
ritans, their number, their

places of residence, and their

opinion as to a numerous co-

lony of their brethren whieh
they believe to exist in Eu-
rope.

There are no Samaritans to

be found at this day, except
at Naplouse and at Jaffa.* It

is now upwards of a century
^ince there have been any rc-

-mains of them in Egypt., The
number of the Samaritans, men,
women, and children, both at

Naplouse and at Jaffa, may
amount to about two hundred.
They consist of thirty families;

they occupy at Naplouse the

Rue Verte, which Jacob has

• The ancient Joppa. Tr.

called Halkat Assamara,^ and
where they make their abode,

as it is said in the law. They
are, in fact, Israelites by de-

scent, and of the posterity of

Jacob, likewise called Israel.

They are ofthe tribe ofJoseph.
Their costume, by which they
distinguish themselves from all

other sects and nations, is a

turban which they always wear
upon their heads. On the sab-

bath, and on all their festivals,

when they go to the synagogue,
they wear white surplices, or
dress in white. There were
formerly Samaritans in Egypt,
at Damascus, and at Gaza.
Tliere were likewise some for-

merly at Askelon, but these

were led away by the Franks
about six hundred years ago.
Those residing at Cesarea were
in like manner led awaj" by the

Franks about the same time.

The Samaritans confidently

believe that there is now a con-
siderable number of their bre-

thren in Europe. They tell

us that these Samaritans reside

in the country of Aschkenuz^
meaning, without doubt, Ger-
many. In Salameh’s first letter,

instead of we read
Djanaouz^ which gave some
occasion to suppose that he
there meant the country around
Genoa; but this was a mistake.

The Samaritans observe that

they received a letter from their

brethren in Germany, about a
century ago, in which these lat-

* In the two copies of the letter in

Arabic now before me, we read Halkat
Assamara^ but I am convinced that in

the origjina' it is Halkat Assads; i. e. the

rvwn r|3Sn of Genesis xxjciii.
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ter say thatlhey amount in num-
ber to 127,960 persons. They
request to be favoured with
fresli and correct information

respecting this colony of Sama-
ritans, and express a strong

desire to rejiew their corres-

pondence with them. They
furtlier tell us that they have
also some brethren in Russia.

In replying to Salameli it

has been observed, that a great

many Jews, botii Karaites and
Rabbinists, reside in Europe,
but tliat no Samaritans are

found in any part of this quar-

ter of the world. The favour
of a copy of the letter of which
he had spoken was requested

;

and it was remarked that we
have no accounts whatever of

tlie Franks having brought with

them a colony of Samaritans,

when they were finally ex-

pelled from Syria; it Avas there-

fore asked on what authorities

this report was grounded. To
this query 1 here beg leave to

transcribe his reply.

You say, my brother, that

there are not to be found among
you, any of our brethren who
observe and' keep tlie law of

Moses, our prophet (1 have

already observed that tlic word
Saynarita?!, as understood by
us, means guardians or keepers

of the law)', this is Avhat we do
not feel disposed to believe;

for we are in possession of

letters, and a book of tlie law,

Avhich were sent us by our bre-

thren residing in your country.

The name of the city from
Avhich this book was sent, is

Aschkenaz, in the kingdom of

tlie Francs. You eA^en- saA'

that there is not to be found
among you a single man of
our brethren

;
this assertion,

my brother, is not correct, for

Ave know for certain, that a
great many reside there. You
beg to be favoured Avith a sight

of tlie letter that is now in our
hands, and in Avliich it is said

tliat it comes from our brethren

of whom Ave are speaking. It

is Avritten, my brother, in the

very same language as the

present.” That is to say, in

the HebreAV language and in

Samaritan characters.

Salameh resumes this subject

in the letter in Arabic which
accompanied the one in He-
breAv. He repeats that the Sa-

maritans reside, in great num-
bers, in the city and country
of Aschkenaz^ and adds, “ We
intreat you to collect and trans-

mit to us correct information

on this subject, as you kindly

promised, that Ave may know
more thoroughly, their situa-

tion, the leading tenets of their

religion, their customs, their

laAvs, the order of their Avorship,

under what name their sect is

knoAvn, what form of religion

they observe; and, in short,

whether they are in all respects

such as they describe them-
selves in their letter, or other-

Avise.. Fail not, then, to com-
municate to us all that you can
learn of this society of our
brethren, Avho reside in Asch-
kenaz'^
An assertion so positive as

this, presents a problem very

difficult to be resolved. It is

certainly well known that there

are no Samaritans in Germany,
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or iti any other country of

Europe. But as Dr. Marshall,

in writing to the Samaritans,

expressed himself in such a

manner as to give them cause

to believe that those with whom
they corresponded were Sama-
ritans settled in England, it is

possible til at some learned Ger-
man may have attempted to

induce the Samaritans of Na-
plouse to enter, under the cover

of sucli a deception, into a

correspondence with him, to

which we are as yet strangers.

The Karaites, also, who are

to be fouifd in great num-
bers in Poland and Russia,

and whose leading principles

are in some respects similar to

those of the Samaritans, may
have been taken for them. But
we shall know better to what
cause this mistake should be
assigned, if we could obtain a

copy of the letter of which Sa-

lameh speaks; and I have
entreated M. Rousseau to use

every means of obtaining it.

As to what the Samaritans

say respecting a copy of the

law in Samaritan characters,

which was sent them by their

brethren in Germany, that is

not without some foundation
;

for Maundrell, who visited Pa-

lestine in 1696, says that he

saw with the high-priest of the

Samaritans, the first volume of

the London Polyglot Bible,

which contains the Hebrew-
Samaritan Pentateuch, and the

Samaritan Version.

1 here close this exposition

of the doctrine and the present

state of the Samaritans, mean-
ing to publish the curious cor-

VOL. I.

respondence, of which I have
now given some extracts, as

soon as I can obtain the fur-

ther information on the subject,

that 1 expect from the zeal

and the friendship of M. Rous-
seau.

DESCRIPTION OF JERUSALEM.
[^Continued from page 252.]

There is much to be seen at

Jerusalem, independently of its

monks and monasteries; much
to repay pilgrims of a very
diflerent description from those

who usually resort thither, for

all the fatigue and danger they
must encounter. At the same
time, to men interested in trac-

ing, within the walls, antiqui-

ties referred to by the docu-
ments of Sacred History, no
spectacle can be more mortify-

ing than the city in its present

state. The mistaken piety of

the early Christians, in attempt-

ing to preserve, either confused

or annihilated the memorials
it endeavoured to perpetuate.

On viewing the havoc they

have made, it may now be re-

gretted that the Holy Land
was ever rescued from the do-

minion of the Saracens, far

less barbarous than their con-

querors. The absurdity of

hewing the rocks of Judea,
whether of mount Calvary or

any other mount, into gilded

chapels, and of disguising the

face of nature with painted

domes and marble coverings,

by way of commemorating the

scenes of our Saviour’s life and
death, is so evident and so la-

mentable, that even Sandys,
with all his credulity, could

2 p
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not avoid a happy application

of the reproof directed the

Roman satirist against a simi-

lar violation of the Egerian
fountain.*

’ We came to a goodly
structure, whose external ap-

pearance resembled that of

any ordinary Roman Catholic

church. Over the door we
observed a bas-relief, executed
in a style of sculpture meriting

more attention than it has hi-

therto received. At first sight

it seemed of higher antiquity

than the existence of any place

of Christian worship
;
but upon

a nearer view, we recognized

the history of tlie Messiah’s

entrj' into Jerusalem—the mul-
titude strewing palm-branches
before him. The figures were
very numerous. Perhaps it

may be considered as offering

an example of the first work in

which Pagan sculptors repre-

sented a Christian theme. En-
tering the church, tlie first

thing they shewed to us was a

slab of white marble in the

pavement, surrounded by a rail.

It seemed like one of tliegravc-

In vallem /Egeria de?cencliinus, et

epeluncas
Dissiuiiles veris, qiiaqto prajstantius

essot

Numen aquEC, viridi si margine ciau-
deret undas

Herba, nee ingenuuni violarcnt mar-
mora tophum.

Juvenal. Sat. iii.

“ Down to Egeria’s vale we took our way,
Where spoil’d by art her formal

grottos lay.

How much more honour’d had the
goddess been,

W’ere the dear fountain edg’d with
living green ;

Through no vain marble did the w'ater
run,

Rut only murmur o’er a bed of stone.”

stones in tlie floor ofour English
churches. This, they told us,

was the spot where our Saviour’s
body was anointed by Joseph
of Arimathea. Wc next ad-
vanced towards a dusty fabric,

standing, like a huge pepper-
box, in the midst of the prin-

cipal aisle, and beneath the

main dome. This rested upon
a building, partly circular, and
partly oblong, as upon a pe-
destal. The interior of lliis

strange fabric is divided into

two parts. Having entered the

first part, which is a kind of

ante-cliapel, they shew you,
before the mouth of v/hat is

called the sepulchre, the stone

whereon the angel sat : this is

a block of white marble, nei-

ther corresponding with the

mouth of the sepulchre, nor

with the substance from which
it must have been hewn ; for

the rocks of Jerusalem are all

of common compact limestone.

Close by the entrance to the

lower chamber, or chapel, are

the tombs of Godfrey of Bou-
logne, and of Baldwin, kings

of Jerusalem, with inscriptions

in Latin, in the old Gothic
character. These have been
copied into almost every book
of travels, from the time of

Saiidys to the present day. At
the extremity of this chapel
they exliibit a fissure or cleft

in the natural rock ; and this,

they say, happened at the

crucifixion. Who shall pre-

sume to contradict the tale ?

But to complete the sidiveti of

the tradition, it is also added,

that the head of Adam was
found within thefissure i Then,
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if the traveller has- not already

seen and heard enough to make
him regret his wasted time, he
may ascend by a few steps into

a room above. There they will

shew liim the same crack again

;

and immediately in front of it,

a modern altar. This they ve-

nerate as mount Calvary, the

place of crucifixion ;
exhibit-

ing upon this contracted piece

of masonry the marks, or

holes, of the three crosses,

without the smallest regard to

the spaces necessary for their

erection. After this he may
be conducted through such a

farrago of absurdities, that it

is wonderful the learned men,
who have described Jerusalem,

should have filled their pages'

with any serious detail of them.
Nothing, however, can surpass

the fidelity with which Sandy

s

has particularized every cir-

cumstance of all this trumpery
;

and his rude cuts are charac-

terized by equal exactness.

Among others should be men-
tioned the place where the

cross was found
;
because the

identity of the limber, which
has since supplied all Chris-

tendom with its reliques, was
confirmed by a miracle,—proof
equally infallible with tliat af-

forded' by the eagle at the

tomb of Theseus, in the isle of

Scyra, when Cimon the Athe-
nian sought the bones of the

son of iEgeus.

But it is time to quit these

degrading fallacies : let us

break from our monkish in-

structors
;
and instead of view-

ing Jerusalem as pilgrims, exa-

mine it by the light of history,

with the Bible in our hands.

We shall thus find many inte-

resting objects of contempla-

tion. If mount Calvary has

sunk beneath the overwhelm-
ing influence of superstition,

studiously endeavouring to mo-
dify and to disfigure it, through
so many ages

;
if the situation

of mount Sion yet remains to

be ascertained
;
the mount of

Olives, undisguised by fana-

tical labours, exhibits the ap-

pearance it presented in all the

])criods of its history. From
its elevated summit .almost all

the principal features of the

city may be discerned, and the

changes that eighteen centuries

have wrought in its topography
may perhaps be ascertained.

The features of nature continue

the same, though works of art

have been done away : the

beautiful gate of the Temple is

no more
;
but Siloa’s fountain

haply flows, and Kedron some-
times murmurs in the valley of

Jehosaphat.
It was this resolve, and the

determination of using our own
eyes, instead of peering through
the spectacles of priests, that

led to the discovery of anti-

quities undescribed by any
author : and marvellous it is,

considering their magnitude,
and the scrutinizing inquiry

which lias been so often di-

rected to every object of the

.place, that these antiquities

have hitherto escaped iibtice.

We had been to examine
the hill which now bears the

name of Sion : it is situated

upon the south side of Jeru-

salem, part of it being ex-
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eluded by the wall of the pre-

sent city, which passes over

the top of the mount. If this

be indeed mount Sion, the pro-

phecy concerning it, that the

plough should pass over it, has

been fulfilled to the letter
;
for

such labours were actually go-

ing on when we arrived.

As we reached the bottom of

the narrow dale, sloping to-

wards the valley ofJehosaphat,

we observed, upon the sides of

the opposite mountain, -wliicli

appears to be the same called

by Sandys the Hill of Of-
fence,” facing mount Sion, a

number of excavations in the

rock. When we arrived, we
instantly recognized the sort of

sepulchres which had so much
interested us in Asia Minor,
and, alighting from our horses,

found that we should have
ample employment in their ex-

amination. They were all of

the same kind of workmanship,
exhibiting a series of subter-

ranean chambers, hewn with

marvellous art, each contain-

ing one, or many, repositories

for the dead, like cisterns

carved in the rock upon the

sides of those chambers. The
doors were so low, that, to

look into any one of them, it

was necessary to stoop, and iii

some instances, to creep upon
our hands and knees : these

doors were also grooved, for

the reception of immense stones,

once squared and fitted to the

grooves, by way of closing the

entrances. Of such a nature,

were, indisputably, the tombs
of the sons of Heth, of the

kings of Israel, of Lazarus,

and of Christ. One tomb par-

ticularly attracted our notice,

from its- extraordinary coinci-

dence with all the circumstances

attaching to the history of our
Saviour’s tomb. The large

stone that
,
once closed its

mouth, had been, perhaps for

ages, rolled away. Stooping

down to look into it, we ob-

served within, a fair sepulchre,

containing a repository, upon
one side only, for a single body;
whereas, in most of the others,

there w ere two, and in many
of them more than two. It is

placed exactly opposite to that

which is now called mount
Sion. As we viewed this se-

pulchre, and read upon the

spot the description given of

Mary Magdalene and the dis-

ciples coming in the morning,

it was impossible to divest our
minds of the probability that

here might have been the iden-

tical tomb of Jesus Christ;

and that up the steep which
led to it, after descending from
the gate of the city, the dis-

ciples strove together, when
“ John did out-run Peter, and
came first to the sepulchre.”

They are individually de-

scribed as stooping down to

look into it
;
they express their

^doubt as to the possibility of

removing so huge a stone, that

w'lien once fixed and sealed, it

miglit have baffled every im-

man effort. But upon this, as

upon the others, instead of a

Hebrew or a Phoenician in-

scription, tliere were the same
Greek characters, destitute only

of the Greek cross prefixed in

the former instances.
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All along the sides of this

mountain, and in the rocks

above the valley of Jehosa-

phat, upon the eastern side of

Jerusalem, as far as the sepul-

chres of Zechariah and Absa-

lom, and above these, almost

to the top of the mount of

Olives, the Jews resident in

the city bury their dead, ad-

hering still to the cemetery of

their ancestors : but having

long lost the art of construct-

ing the immense sepulchres

now described, they content

themselves in placing Hebrew
inscriptions upon small upriglit

slabs of marble, or of common
limestone, raised after the man-
ner at present generally in use

throughout the East.

\_To be continued.^

TWO LETTERS,
FROM A MERCHANT IN LONDON, TO

HIS FRIEND IN AMSTERDAM.

To the Editors of the Jevcish Expositor.

Gentlemen,
In a late number of your

Expositor there was a very
sensible letter from a corres-

pondent, recommending ami-

cable domestic conferences be-

tween Jews and Christians on
the great subject of religion.

I lately met with a pamphlet
published in 1687, containing

two letters, “ from a Merchant
in London, to his Friend at

Amsterdam,” giving an account
of two conferences of this kind,

the one between a Papist and
a Jew, the other between a

Protestant and a Jew. The
letters are written in a simple

and interesting style, and as

the tract, I believe, is very

scarce, I have sent you a copy
of each of them, as being well

suited to the pages of your
work.—1 am, &c.

P. H. C.

Letter I.

Containing an Account of a Conference
between a Papist and a Jew.

Kind Sir,

Amour’s, of the 22d of

this instant December, I re-

ceived
; 1 give you my hearty

thanks for the contents. It

may serve in part for a requital,

to remit jmu an account of a
late conference betwixt a Pa-
pist and a Jew, at my house.

The occasion was this : On the

14th instant, being Friday, a
Jesuit, (one father Salian)

whom I have always found
most friendly and ingenuous,
came to my house about noon
to get a return for £200. in Pa-
ris: 1 readily complied with his

request, and desired him withal,

to stay and take a short dinner
with me. Without much im-
portunity he was persuaded.

—

My dinner was only a dish of
salt- fish, and a joint of pork
roasted ; and, though we had
but ordinary cheer, yet down
we sat, and were very cheerful.

Before we had fully dined, in

came Levita the Jew, to dis-

course with me about a commo-
dity that I had inquired after

;

I desired him also to sit down
and bear us company. My wife

knowing the man, and his man-
ner, said to him, Mr. Levita I

am sorry that we have nothing
here that you can eat. I am
sure, said she, (pointing to the

pork, the only dish remaining
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now upon the table) you arc

for none of this. Father Sa-

lian (observing what she said,

and supposing Levita to be a

Roman Catholic, and that his

abstinence did arise from the

same scrupulosity with those of

that persuasion) began to scrape

acquaintance with him, and
asked him what countryman
he was, and how long he had
lived in this city ? I prevented

the reply of Levita, and told

father Salian that I judged he

was mistaken in my friend
;

that he was no' Roman Ca-
tholic, but a Jew; and re-

frained pork, not because it

was Friday, and so forbidden

by the church of Rome, but

because it was swine’s flesh,

and so apprehended it to be

forbidden of God. And liere

it would have made you smile,

if 3^ou had stood by, and heard

what a paroxism or sharp de-

bate there arose betwixt father

Salian and my wife about this

question. Whether he or the

Jew had the greatest ground
for such abstinence ? and, to

speak without partiality, she

put him hard to it. After the

table was cleared, father Salian

desired to have some more
serious discourse with Levita,

and told him, That he Avon-

dered how any man in his right

senses could persist in JcAvish

infidelity ;
adding Avithal, that

he would undertake in an hour’s

time to convince him, that the

promised Messiah was come,
and that ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth”
was he. Levita answered, that

he was a trader, and altogether

unfit to manage a controversy

: Merchant in London
^

of that moment
;
and therefore

desired to be excused from
meddling Avith it. Father Sa-
vlian replied, that it was more
than probable there Avere some
of their Priests or Rabbies in

this city, and that if he pleased,

he Avould meet the ablest of
them, and argue this point in

his hearing, and he hoped to

his conviction and satisfaction.

Levita consented, and pro-

mised, if a convenient time and
place were appointed, to bring
a friend Avith him for this pur-
pose. I interposed, and oflfered

my house for the place of their

meeting, which they well ap- .

proved of, and appointed that

day seven days at three of the

clock in the afternoon for the

time. Levita desired, that there

might be no noise or notice

given of this their intention,

alleging that it might be of ill

and dangerous consequence to

those of their religion, if it

should come to the ear of the

magistrate. Hereupon they
agreed that there should be no
Avords of it, and that no per-

sons besides my Avife and I

should be present, but them-

selves and Levita’s friend.

Upon this they parted, and
all three came punctually at

the time appointed : I carried

them up into a chamber Avhich

had a closet in it, Avhere I had
placed one that Avas dexterous

in stenography, and dreAV the

table pretty near the closet-

door, that he might hear and
write all that passed. When
they w^re sat, I made it my
request, that an intimate friend

of mine Avho Avas in the house
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might be permitted to come up,

and be an auditor. This Avas

Mr. Beza. 'vvhom I liad habited

like a gentleman. They said

if he was a friend of mine, and
did desire it, they had no ob-

jection to it. Whereupon I

brought him in, and set him
a chair at a little distance from
the table.

'

After a short silence, father

Salian began and said to Le-
vita, I suppose this is your
friend you spoke of at our last

meeting in this house, and pro-

mised to bring with you this

day. Levita answered. Yes,
it was; upon which they gave
each other a friendly bow or

salute. Then the}" first consi-

dered what should be the main
question or subject-matter of
their conference; and anon it

was resolved into this, “ Whe-
ther Jesus of Nazareth was the

Messiah?” The next thing
they considered, was, Whe-
ther this question should be
argued syllogistically, the one
taking the part of an opponent,
the other of a respondent ? or

whether they should alternately

deliver their conceptions in a
continued discourse w ithout in-

terrupting one another? Le-
vita’s friend desired the latter

way, because be was not ac-

quainted, as he said, with our
way of arguing in the schools

:

a third thing they resolved

upon was this, that the con-
ference should not last above
two hours, and that neither of
them should speak above half

an hour at once. Having
agreed to those three prelimi-

naries, father Salian began,

and after lie had a little stated

the question, shewing whom he

meant by ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth,”
and whom he meant by the

Messiah, lie proceeded thus:

Thoiigii I might urge many
arguments to prove what f

affirm, that Jesus of Nazaretli

is the Messiah foretold by the

prophets; yet I shall insist

only upon one
;

and that is,

The many miracles that were
wrought by himself, and by
his followers in his name, which
were sufficient to convince the

world that he came from God,
and that lie was that prophet
whom our fathers expected,

and that God had promised.

1 fearing that my scribe

in the closet could not well

hear father Salian, he spake
so low, (and indeed afterwards

1 understood I was not de-

ceived) made bold to desire

him to lift up his voice a little,

which he readily did
;

and
withal followed his argument
so closely, and pressed it so

nervously, that I confess I was
greatly confirmed thereb}", and
concluded Levita and his friend

w'ould become his converts, and.

wondered with myself what re-

joinder could possibly be medi-
tated by either of them.

His argument he thus form-

ed : He that testified of himself

that he was the Messiah, and
confirmed his testimony by
many infallible miracles, which
were wrought by himself and
by his followers in his name,
he must needs be the Messiah ;

but “ Jesus of Nazareth” tes-

tified thus of himself, and con-

firmed his testimony by many
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infallible miracles, which were
wrought by himself and by his

followers in his name : there-

fore, ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth” must
needs be the Messiah. The pro-

posifion, saj's he, I suppose no
rational man will deny, what-
ever his persuasion be in mat-
ters of religion; especially if

he understand by miracles, as

1 do, such wonderful works as

are contrary to the course of
nature, and above and beyond
the reach of any mere creature,

and as are the product of an
Almighty power. It cannot
be imagined that God, who is

the faithful and merciful Go-
vernor of the universe, would
alter the course of nature, and
set the seal of his omnipotency
to a lie, and suffer the greatest

inducement of belief to be
made use of to draw the world
into error and perdition. Two
things I take for granted, nor

can they be rationally gain-

said. First, That none butGod,
and such as are assisted by him,
can work real miracles. Satan,

and such as are acted upon and
aided by him, may work won-
ders, such as may breed admi-
ration in the beholders

;
but to

work miracles properly and
strictly so called, is above the

power of Satan, or any created

being. This is the prerogative

of him alone, whose power is

infinite and unlimited. Se-

condly, That God never did,

» nor ever will, communicate this

power of working miracles to

any to confirm a falsehood.

To believe or affirm any such
thing concerning God, doth
border at least upon blas-

phemy. ’Tis as if God should

lend the devil his seal to sign

his delusions, and sufler it too,

to be done in his name ;
how"

then should he govern the

world in righteousness? and
how deplorable and remediless

were the condition of poor mor-
tals, seeing they have no way
left them to undeceive them-^
selves, but must run into irre-

coverable ruin, and intitle God
to their seduction and perdi-

tion ?

That testimony then, which
hath the attestation of miracles, .

is undoubtedly divine. Hereby
Moses did prove his mission

from God. Pharaoh and the

Egyptians did not except
against the argument

;
only

they thought, at least for a
season, his works and wonders
not supernatural, and that their

sorcerers could vie with him in

works of wonder, which we
read of in Exodus; they at-

tempted by inchantments and
diabolical assistance, till at

length they acknowledged a

divine and supernatural power
to work with Moses, and inge-

nuously confessed that it was
the finger of God. And had
Moses affirmed himself to be

the Messiah, and continued to

work such miracles to confirm

it, the Israelites and others

had been obliged to believe it.

They must have concluded,

that no man could do the mi-

racles that he did, except God
were with him, and wrought in

and by him
;

and that God
would never work with a de-

luder, and lend him his seal

(as I said before) to sign his
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delations, and deceive the world

in his name. Moses therefore

never had that pretext, but

told the people -plainly of a

Messiafi to come, of a prophet

that God would raise up to

them of their brethren that

should be like unto him, that

should come with signs and
miracles as he had done, whom
they should hearken to and
obey.

Accordingly, when Jesus our

Saviour was made of a woman,
and manifested in the flesh, the

fulness of time being come,
the main argument he used to

bring the world to believe in

liim, was this of signs and mi-

racles. Hence it was that he

told his followers, that the

works he wrought did bear

witness of him: and when the

Jews that were rounds about

him, asked him. How long he

made them to doubt ? and de-

sired him to tell them plainly

if he were the Christ? he an-

swered, That he had already

told them, that the works which
•he did in his Father’s name,
tlid testify of him. Yea,
said he, if I do not the works
of my Father, believe me not

:

But if I do, although you be-

lieve not me, yet believe the

works.” And again he says.

Believe that I am in the Fa-
ther, and the Father in me, or

else believe me for the very
works’ sake.” He tells them
further, “ That if he had not

done the works amongst them
that none other man did, or

could do, they had not sinned

in not believing in him.” This

also we find to be the great

VOL. I.

argument upon which so many
believed : When they saw the

miracles that he did, they said,

“ This is of a truth that pro-

phet that should come into the

world.” They had been in

doubt for a while. Whether
John the Baptist was not the

Christ; but anon they consi-

dered that John wrought no
miracle, but all things that

John spake of Jesus were true

;

and besides he had done many
miracles, and therefore many
believed in him. Thus much
for the demonstration of the

major proposition.

Now I come to the assump-
tion or minor proposition,

'which is, that ‘‘Jesus of Na-
zareth ” testified of himself that

he was the Messiah, and con-
firmed his testimony by many
infallible miracles which were
wrought by himself, and his

followers in his name. That
he testified this of himself is

not denied. He told the Jews,
“ Unless you believe that I

am he, ye shall die in your
sins.” This was the main part
of that good confession which
he witnessed before “ Pontius
Pilate the Roman governor
and it was the main quarrel

your ancestors had against him :

For though they expected,
about this time, the coming of
the Messiah, and that for good
reasons, because Daniel’s se-

venty weeks were run out, and
the sceptre was departed from
‘‘Judah, and a laW' giver from
between his feet,” and the like;

yet they would not hear that

“Jesus of Nazareth” should be
the person. Alas ! He had not

2q
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the port and presence of a
worldly potentate, such as they
dreamt of: When they saw
him, there was no form or

comeliness for which they
should desire him. They hid

their faces from him, and
esteemed him not,” as was fore-

told by Isaiah the prophet.

That therefore which remains

to be proved, is, that he con-
firmed this his testimony by
many infallible miracles, which
were wrought by himself and
by his followers in his name.
Let me begin with the miracles

which he wrought himself, of
which there was a very great

number, and that of divers

kinds; aiKl these were not done
in a corner, but in the face of
the world, before multitudes,

and that in the presence of, if

not upon the persons, of some
of his greatest enemies. His
first miracle, after showing
himself to Israel, was at a
marriage-feast in Cana of Ga-
lilee, where he turned water,

and a great quantity of it, into

wine, xifter that, he fed more
tlian once a great multitude,

even several thousands, with a
few barley-loaves and small

fishes, wdiich were so miracu-
lously multiplied, that after

they had eaten and were filled,

his followers gathered up much
more fragments than there was
at first in whole meat, lie

healed all manner of diseases,

whether tlic diseased were pre-
sent or absent: and this he did,

as likewise his other miracles,

with a word speaking. Some
of those wonderful cures he did
on the sabbath,-day, for which

Merchant in London^

the Pharisees (Iiis inveterate

enemies) did find fault with
him, though they could not

deny -the matter of fact. He
made the lame to walk, the

deaf to hear, the dumb to

speak, the blind to sec; con-

cerning which the chief priests

and elders had not only the

attestation of bystanders, but

the confession of the parties

themselves, whom they curi-

ously interrogated about the

thing done, and his manner of
doing it. He cleansed many
lepers, and cast out many de-

vils; which his enemies behold-

ing, could not deny, but blas-

phemed, and said, that he did

it by diabolical aid, and that

he cast out devils by Beelzebub
the prince of devils. Some
who were dead he restored to

life again, particularly one that

was carrying to his grave, and
another that had lain some
time in his grave, even till his

friends said that he stunk. And
this he did in the sight of many
Jews, who thereupon believed

in him, having seen the mi-
racle that he did

;
yea, the

chief priests consulted about

making away Lazarus, the per-

son so miraculously raised, be-

cause that by reason of him
many of the Jews went away,
and believed on Jesus.

The time limited for my dis-

course would fail me, should

I but instance in the twentieth

part of those many uncon-

trouled miracles which Jesus

wrought in the space of three

years, or thereabout. And
when his hour was come in

which he should be cut off,
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though not for his own sins
”

(as the prophet Daniel had
foretold) and should make
reconciliation for iniquity, and
bring in an everlasting righte-

ousness even when he hung
upon the cross, and was made
sin and a curse for us, then

there was a quaking of the

earth, a rending of the rocks

;

yea, the vail of the temple was
rent from the top to the bottom,

and for the space of three hours

the sun was darkened without
any eclipse ;

which was noted

as a prodigious thing by the

learned astronomers of those

times, one of which is reported

to liave said, ‘‘ That either the

God of nature suffered, or the

frame of the world shall sud-

denly be dissolved.” Yea, the

centurion and his soldiers that

attended, were in such conster-

nation at the things that hap-
pened, that they feared greatly,

and said, ‘‘ Truly this was the

Son of God.” But above*alI,

his rising again from the dead
is most remarkable; therein

he declared himself to be the

Son of God with power.” This
fell out on the third day, as he
himself had foretold : and if

this one thing be cleared up,

it is instead of a thousand de-

monstrations. Now, the great-

est evidence that we can pos-

sibly have of a thing of this

nature, is the testimony or at-

testation of others. This,

then, is attested by a cloud of

witnesses ;
they were not a

few, but many, to whom he
shewed himself alive, and that

many times after his passion,

by many infallible proofs,

“ being seen of them forty

days, and speaking of the

things pertaining to the king-

dom of God.” There are but
two things that can possibly

be objected against their testi-

mon3^
The first is. That those per-

sons, who were witnesses of his

resurrection (as they called

themselves) might possibly be
deceived, and that they saw a

fantastical instead of a true

body. But this could not be,

for they did not only see, but
feel and handle him

;
yea, one

of them put his finger into the

holes in his hands and feet,

and his hand into his side;

such was his incredulity. They
did not only feel and handle
him, but they did also eat and
drink with him after he rose

from the dead. If an argu-
ment drawn from all those

senses will not hold. How then
can we be sure that we our-

selves, and all the persons we
converse with, are not phan-
tasms and mere apparitions?

And how could the Jews be
sure that it was J esus ” whom
they crucified, and secured in

the sepulchre ? In the same way
that they were sure of the one,

his followers were sure of the

other. But if they were not

deceived, yet, secondly, they
might be deceivers. They
might steal away the body of

Jesus” by night, and give

out that he was risen from
the dead next morning. Two
things shew the incredibility of
such a thing. 1. It is not cre-

dible his followers could do it.

The chief priests were aware
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that lie had spoken before-

liand of his rising the third day,
and they foresaw that if tliis

liappened, the last error (as

tliey counted it) would be
worse than the'iirst. There-
fore they obtained leave of

Pilate to make all sure, and
some of them went themselves

to see it done, and then they

placed a strong and diligent

watcli to keep the sepulchre.

But liere it may be objected,

tliat the watchmen fell asleep,

and then his disciples came and
stole him away. This indeed

you Jews believe to this day,

and we know your ancestors

hired the watclimen to spread

abroad this false report. But
tiien, why Avere they not pu-
nished for their carelessness and
oscitancy ? yVnd if they Avere

asleep, Hoav could they tell

Avhat the disciples did ? And
if they Avere aAvake, Why did

they not oppose them that dkb
it? The keepers, for all their

hire, did make anotlicr relation

of Avhat happened
;

Hoav an
angel descended with great

splendour, Avhose countenance

Avas like lightning, and rolled

away the stone at the mouth
of the sepulchre, Avhich did so

terrify them, as that they be-

came as dead men: Is it cre-

dible that the disciples, if they

stole away the body of their

master, Avould stay to strip

him, and lay the linen clothes

so decently by themselves ?

Would they not rather haA^e

carried him aAvay in his wind-
ing-sheet, especially when he
was Avound up in linen Avith a
mixture of myrrh and aloes,

Avhich hath a clammy and
glutinous property ? Would
they not have been afraid lest

any of the keepers should^
awake, but sta}^ and do so

needless and dilhcult a Avork ?

But then, secondly. As they

could not do this if they Avould,

so it is not credible that they

Avould have done this if they

could. Their writings, their

conversations, sheAV them to be
persons of great integrity and
holiness; Avhereas if they had
done this thing, and imposed
upon the world in this kind,

they Avould have been a com-
pany, not only of very Avicked

persons, but of incarnate de-

vils. Mahomet’s villany Avould

not have been compared Avith

it. What, to belie God in

such a manner, and to cry up
faith in ‘‘Jesus” as risen again

from the dead, Avhen he is still

under the power of death, and
no otherwise risen than as they
stole him out of the grave I

This would have been hellish

unparalleled Avickedness; and
to be abhorred by all men of

common honesty. But, to put
this out of the question, there

were other Avitnesses of his re-

surrection besides his imme-
diate disciples. He Avas seen

in Galilee of above five hun-
dred persons at once ;

many of

Avhom lived a long while after

to witness what they had seen :

and had his disciples and others

conspired together so foully to

belie-God and their own con-

sciences, Ave may imagine it

must have been for some ad-
vantage to themselves; but

contrariwise, they knew that
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to profess Christ and the Chris-

tian religion, was to bring upon
themselves, and theirs, the

greatest odium and persecu-

tion.

Yea, God himself would have
abhorred such miscreants; but,

on the contrary, we find they

were approved of God, and
that by many miraculous signs

and wonders which he did by
them, and by that abundant
measure of his Spirit which
he poured out in extraordi-

nary gifts and graces upon
them. And this would have
led me to the last term in my
assumption, that Jesus his tes-

timony of himself was con-

firmed, not only by his own
miracles, but also by the mi-

racles that his followers did in

liis name. ' For the truth is,

they did as great miracles in

the name of Jesus, as ever he

did in his owm person. They
cured all manner of infirmities,

and that not leisurely by the

application of medicines, but

suddenly and miraculously by
a word speaking. The very

shadow of Peter, one of his

disciples, healed the sick as

they lay in their beds or

couches in the streets. A cer-

tain man aged forty years and
upward, that had been lame
from his mother’s womb, was
carried and laid daily at the

gate of the temple, which was
called Beautiful, to ask alms

of them that entered into the

temple. To him Peter said.

Silver and gold I have none,

but such as 1 have I give thee

:

In the name of Jesus of Naza-
reth, rise up and walk : And

he took him by the right hand,
and lifted liim up, and imme-
diately his feet and ancles re-

ceived strength, and he entered

into the temple, walking and
leaping, and praising God.”
^riiis was manii'est to all them
that dwelt in Jernsalem, and
acknowledged to be a notable

miracle by the rulers of the

people, and the elders of Israel.

One Dorcas tliat was dead, ho
restored to life with a word
speaking, which was known to

all the inhabitants of Joppa,
which occasioned the conver-
sion of that town to the Chris-

tian religion. I might instance

in the miracles that were
wrought by other disciples and
followers of Jesus. Let me
conclude with a word or two
concerning Paul, who was
once mad against the Chris-

tians, and did .zealously per-

secute them in every city.
,
He

was miraculously converted by
Jesus Christ’s appearing to him
in the way as he went about
this work to Damascus

;
a great

light shone round about him,

which his companions saw as

well as himself, and a voice

spake to him, saying, Saul,

Saul, why pcrsecutest thou

me? It is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks.” He was
struck blind for many days :

but anon the eyes of his body
and mind both being enlight-

ened, he prcacheth that faith

whicli before he persecuted,

and, which is to our purpose,

many signal and special mi-
racles were done by his hands;
so that from his body were
brought to the sick, handker-
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chiefs, or aprons, and the dis-

eases departed from them, and
tlie evil spirits went out of

them. But I forbear any fur-

ther naming of these particu-

lars; and having thus clearly

and fully proved the premises,

I hope you will yield the con-

clusion, which is, 'J'hat “ Jesus

of Nazareth is’ tlie Messiah.”
[To be continued.']

AN ACCOUNT OF THE
SIEGE AND DESTRUCTION OF

JERUSALExM.

{Takenfrom Mrs. Hannah Adams's His~
iory of the Jeics.]

Jerusalem was built on
two mountains, and surrounded
by three walls on every side,

except where it was enclosed

with deep vallies, wliich were
deemed inaccessible. Each w'all

was fortified by high towers.

Tlie celebrated temple and
strong castle of Antonia, were
on the east side of the city, and
directly opposite to the mount
of Olives. But notwithstanding

the prodigious strength of this

famed metropolis, the infatu-

ated Jews brought on their own
destruction by their intestine

contests. At a time, when a

formidable army was rapidly

advancing, and the Jews were
assembling from all parts, to

keep the Passover,* the con-

* “ The day on which Titus encom-
passed Jerusalem was,” says a late au-
thor, the Feast of the Passover, and it

is deserving of particular'attention, that

this was the anniversary of that memo-
rable period, in which the Jews cruci-

fied their Messiah.” See a pamphlet en-
titled, The Destruction of Jerusalem
an absolute and irresistible proof of the

Divine Authority of Christianity.” Lon.
don, published 1805.

tending factions were continu-

ally inventing new methods of
mutual destruction, and in their

ungoverned fury they wasted
and destroyed such vast quan-
tities of provisions, as might
have preserved the city many
3^ears.*

Such was the miserable situ-

ation of Jerusalem, when Titus

began his march towards it with

a formidable army
;
and, Iiav-

ing laid waste the country in

his progress, and slaughtered

the inhabitants, arrived before

its walls. The sight of the

Romans produced a temporary
reconciliation among the con-

tending factions, and they una-

nimously resolved to oppose
the common enemy. Their
first sally was accordingly made
with such fury and resolution,

that, though Titus displayed

uncommon valour on this occa-

sion, the besiegers were obliged

to abandon their camps, and
flee to the mountains. No
sooner had the Jews a short

interval of quiet t from their

foreign enemies, than their

civil disorders were renewed.
John, by an impious strata-

gem, found means to cut off or

force Eleazar’s men to submit

to him
;
and the factions were

again reduced to two, who op^
posed each other with impla-

cable animosity, if

* Josephus.

t Bishop Newconie remarks, tliat at this

period the Christians had an opportunity
of escaping from Jerusalem, according to

our Lord’s solemn exhortation ; for some
time before this, flight was precluded, as

it bore the appearance of revolt to the

Romans. Netocome's Observations, p, 422.

Josephus, vol. vi. p. 127.
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The Romans, in the mean
time, exerted all tlieir energy
in making preparations for a

powerful attack upon Jerusa-

lem. Trees were cut down,
Iiouses levelled, rocks cleft

asunder, and vallies filled up
;

towers were raised, and batter-

ing-rams erected, with other

engines of destruction against

the devoted cit3^ After the

offers of peace, which Titus

had repeatedly sent by Jose-

phus, were rejected with in-

dignation, the Romans began
to play their engines with all

their might. The strenuous

attacks of the enemy again

united the contending parties

withiirthe walls, who had also

engines, which tlicy plied with

uncommon fury. Thej^ had
taken them lately from Ccstius,

but were so ignorant of their

use they did little execution,

while the Roman legions made
terrible havock. The rebels

were soon compelled to retire

from the ponderous stones,which
they threw incessantly from the

towers they had erected, and
the battering-rams were at full

liberty to pla^^ against the walls.

A breach was soon made in it,

at which the Romans entered,

and encamped in the city, while
the Jews retreated behind the

second enclosure.^

The victors immediately ad-

vanced to the second wall, and
plied their engines and batter-

ing-rams so furiously, that one
of the towers they had erected

began to shake, and the Jews
who occupied it, perceiving

• Josephus, vol. vi. p. 38.

their impending ruin, set it on
lire, and precipitated themselves
into the flames. The fall of
this structure gave the Romans
an entrance into the second en-

closure. They were, however,
repulsed by the besieged

; but
at length regained the place
entirely, and prepared for at-

tacking the third and inner

wall.*

The vast number of people
which were enclosed in Jeru-
salem, occasioned a famine,

which raged in a terrible man-
ner; and, as their calamities

increased, the fury of the Zea-
lots, if possible, rose to a
greater height. They forced
open the houses of their fellow-

citizens in search of provisions;
if they found any, they in-

flicted the most exquisite tor-

tures upon them, under pre-
tence that they had food con-
cealed. The nearest relations,

in tlie extremity of hunger,
snatched the food from each
other.

Josephus, who was an eye
witness of the unparalleled suf-

ferings the Jews experienced
during the siege of their metro-
polis, remarks, that “ all the
calamities, that ever befel any
nation since the beginning of
the world, w ere inferior to the

miseries of his countrymen at

.this awful period. Thus we
see the exact fulfilment of the

emphalic words of our Saviour
respecting the great tribulation

in Jerusalem.:!:

• Ibid, p. 49, 50. Mavor’s Universal
History.

+ Josephus, vol. vi. p, 63,
X Matthew xxiv. 21.
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Titus, who was apprized of

tlieir wretched condition, re-

laxed the sic<re four days
;
and,

being still desirous of saving
the city, caused provisions to

be distributed to his army in

sight of the Jews, who flocked

upon the walls to behold it.

Josephus was next sent to his

countrymen to attempt to per-

suade them not to plunge them-
selves in inevitable ruin, by
persisting in defence of a place

which could hold out but little

longer, and which the Romans
looked upon as already their

own. He exhorted them in the

most pathetic terms, to save

themselves, their temple, and
their country

;
and painted in

strong colours the fatal effects

which would result from their

obstinacy. But the people,

after many bitter invectives,

began to dart their arrows at

him
;
yet he continued to ad-

dress them with greater vehe-
mence, and many were induced
by his eloquence, to run the

utmost risk in order to escape

to the Romans; while others

became more desperate, and
resolved to hold out to the last

extremity.^

The Jews who were forcibly

seized by the Romans without
the walls, and who made the

utmost resistance for fear of
punishment, were scourged and
crucified near the cit3\ Fa-
mine made them so daring in

these excursions, that five hun-
dred, and sometimes more, suf-

fered this dreadful death every
day; and, on account of the

* Josephus, vol, vi. p. 50,

number, Josephus observes,

that space was wanted for the
crosses, and crosses for the cap-
tives.” And yet, contrary to

Titus’s intention, the seditious

Jews were not disposed to sur-

render by these liorrid spec-
tacles. In order to check de-

sertion, they represented the

sufferers as suppliants,' and not
as men taken by resistance.

Yet even some, who deemed
capital punishment inevitable,

escaped to the Romans, consi-

dering death by the hands of
their enemies a desirable re-

fuge, when compared with the

complicated distress which they
endured. And though Titus
mutilated many, and sent them
to assure the people that volun-
tary deserters were well treated

by him, and earnestly to re-

commend a surrender of the
city, the Jews reviled Titus
from the walls, defied his me-
naces, and continued to defend
the city by every method which
stratagem, courage, and de-

spair could suggest.*

In order to accelerate the

destined ruin of Jerusalem,
Titus, discouraged and exas-

perated by the repeated de-

struction of his engines and
towers, undertook the arduous
task of enclosing the city with
a strong wall, in order to pre-

vent the inhabitants from re-

ceiving any succour from the

adjacent country, or eluding
his vengeance by flight. Such
was the persevering spirit of
the soldiers, that in three days
they enclosed the city by a

’ Josephus, vol. vi. p. 51— 65. New-
come’s Observations, &c. p, 245.
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wall nearly five miles in cir-

cuit. Thus was the prophecy
of our Saviour accomplished :*

The days shall come upon thee^

when thine enemies shall cast a
trench about thee^ and compass
thee round, and keep thee in

on every side. Upon this, the

famine raged with augmented
violence, and destroyed whole
families; while Jerusalem ex-

hibited a horrid spectacle of

emaciated invalids and putres-

cent bodies.f The dead were
too numerous to be interred

;

and many expired in the per-

formance of this office. The
public calamity was too great

for lamentation, and the silence

of unutterable woe overspread

the city. The Zealots, at this

awful period, endeavoured to

encourage the obstinacy of the

people, by hiring a set of

wretches, pretenders to pro-

phecy, to go about the city,

* Luke xix. 43.

+ The vast Dumber of people shut up
by the war, occasioned pestilential dis-

eases, and afterwards famine of course

advanced more rapidly. Dr. Lardner
observes, that “ it miglit have been ex-
pected, that the bad food which the

Jews were forced to make use of, the

strictness of the siege, and the noisome
smell of so many dead bodies lying in

heaps in the city itself, and in the vallies

and ditches without the walls, sltould

have produced a plague. But nothing

of this kind appears in the history ; which
must have been owing to the special in-

terposition of Divine Providence. Jose-

phus, in some of the places where he
speaks of the putrefaction of the dead
bodies, may use expressions equivalent
to pestilential ; but he never shews that

there was an infection ; if there had been,

it would have equally aftccted the Re-
mans and the Jews, and the siege of the

city must have been broken up, and the

Romans would have gone off as fast as

they could ,”— Watson s Tracts^ vol. v.

p. I TO.

VOL. I.

and declare tbe near approach
of a speedy and miraculous

deliverance. This impious stra-

tagem for a while afforded de-

lusive hopes to the 'miserable

remains of the Jewish nation.

But at length an affiiir took

place in Jerusalem, which filled

the inhabitants with consterna-

tion and despair; and the Ro-
mans with horror and indigna-

tion. A Jewess, eminent for

birth and opulence, rendered

frantic with her sufferings, was
reduced to the dreadful extre-

mity of killing and feeding

upon her infant. Titus, being

apprized of this inhuman deed,

swore the total extirpation of

the accursed city and people

;

and called heaven to witness,

that he was not the author of

their calamity.*

The Romans, having pur-

sued the attack with the utmost

rigour, advanced their last en-

gines against the walls; after

having converted into a desert,

for wood to construct them, a

country well planted, and in-

terspersed with gardens, for

more than eleven miles round
the city. They scaled the in-

ner wall, and after a sangui-

nary encounter, made them-

selves masters of the fortress of

Antonia. Still, however, not

only the Zealots, but many of

the people, were yet so blinded,

that, though nothing was now
left but the temple, and the

Romans were making formi-

dable preparation to batter it

down, they could not persuade

themselves that God would suf-

^ Jospphwa, vol. vi. p. 73— 508,

2 R
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fer that holy place to be taken

by heathens; but still expected

a miraculous deliverance. And
though the war was advancing
towards the temple, they them-

selves burnt the portico which
joined it to Antonia; which oc-

casioned Titus to remark, that

they began to destroy with

their own hands, that magni-
ficent edifice, which he had
preserved. When Josephus
was sent for the last time to

John, who commanded in the

temple, to upbraid him for

obstinately exposing that sa-

cred building, and the mise-

rable remains of God’s people,

to inevitable destruction, he
answered with the bitterest in-

vectives, adding, that he was
defending the Lord’s vineyard,

which he was sure could not

be taken by any human force;”

yet this monster had not scru-

pled to plunder the temple of
a large quantity of its golden
utensils, and the magnificent

gifts of kings, which he con-

verted to his own use. He also

seized the sacred oil which was
to maintain the lamps

;
and even

used to intoxicate himself and
his party, with the wine which
was intended for sacrifice.*

On the 17th of July, the

daily sacrifice ceased for the

first time since its restoration

by the brave Judas Macca-
beus, there being no proper
person left to make the offering.

Titus upbraided the Zealots
for neglecting their worship,
and challenged them to leave
the temple, and fight on more

Josephus, vol. vi. p. 79. Mavor’s
Universal History, vol. ii.p. 313.

proper ground, in order to pre-

serve that sacred edifice from
the fury of his troops. But,
as they persisted in their in-

flexible obstinacy, Titus, after

several bloody engagements,
took possession of the outward
court of the Gentiles, and
forced the besieged into that of

the priests. The Roman com-
mander had determined in

council not to burn the temple,

considering the existence of so

proud a structure, an honour
to himself. He, therefore, at-

tempted to batter down one of
the galleries of the precinct

;

but as the strength of the wall

eluded the force of all his en-

gines, his troops next endea-
voured to scale it, but were
repulsed with considerable loss.

When Titus found that his

desire of saving the sacred

building was like to cost many
lives, he set fire to the gates of

the outer temple, which, being

plated with silver, burnt all

night, and the flame rapidly

communicated to the adjacent

galleries and porticoes. Titus,

who was still desirous of pre-

serving the temple, caused the

flames to be extinguished, and
appeased the clamours of his

troops, who vehemently in-

sisted on the necessity of razing

it to the ground. The follow-

ing day was, therefore, fixed

upon for a general assault upon
that magnificent structure.*

The utmost exertions of Titus

to save the temple were, how-
ever, ineffectual. Our Saviour

had foretold its total destruc-

* Josephus, vol, vi. p. 93, 94.
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tion
;
and his awful prediction

was about to be accomplished.*
And now, says Josephus, ‘Uhe
fatal day approached in the

revolution of ages, the 10th of
August, emphatically called,

the day of'cengeance^ in which
the first temple had been de-

stroyed by the king of Baby-
lon.” While Titus was re-

posing himself in his pavilion,

a Roman soldier, without re-

ceiving any command, urged,
as it were, by a divine impulse,

seized some of the blazing ma-
terials, and, with the assistance

of another soldier, who raised

him from the ground, threw
them through a window into

one of the apartments that sur-

rounded the sanctuary. The
whole north side, up to the

third story, was immediately
enveloped in flames. The
Jews, who now began to sup-

pose heaven had forsaken them,
rushed in with violent lamenta-
tions, and spared no eff’ort, not

even life itself, to preserve the

sacred edifice on which they
had rested their security.

Titus, being awakened by
the outcry, hastened to the

spot, and commanded his sol-

diers to exert themselves to the

utmost to extinguish the fire.

He called, prayed, and threat-

ened his men; but so great was
the clamour and tumult, that

his entreaties and menaces were
alike disregarded. The exas-
perated Romans, who resorted

thither from the camp, were
engaged either in increasing the
conflagration, or killing the

Jews; the dead were heaped
about the altar, and a stream
of blood flowed at its steps.*

Still, as the flames had not

reached the inner part of the

temple, Titus, with some of his

chief officers, entered the sanc-

tuary and most holy place,

which excited his astonish-

ment and admiration. After

having in vain repeated his

attempts to prevent its de-

struction, he saved the golden
candlestick, the table of shew
bread, the altar of perfumes,
which were all of pure gold,

and the volume of the law
wrapped up in a rich golden
tissue. Upon his leaving the

sacred place, some other sol-

diers set fire to it, after tearing

oft’ the golden plaiting from the
gates and timber work.f
A horrid massacre soon fol-

lowed, in which prodigious
multitudes perished

;
while

others rushed in a kind of
frenzy into the midst of the
flames, and precipitated them-
selves from the battlements of
their falling temple. Six thou-
sand persons, who, deluded by
a false prophet with hopes of a
miraculous deliverance, had
fled to a gallery yet standing
without the temple, perished
at once by the relentless barba-
rity of the soldiers, who set it

on fire and suffered none to

escape. The conquerors car-

ried their fury to such an
height, as to massacre all they
met, without distinction of age,
sex, or quality. They also

* Josephus, vol. vl, p. 117,

i Abid. p. 115.Matt. xxl?. 9.
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burnt all the treasure-houses,

containing vast quantities of
money, plate, and the richest

furniture. In a word, they
continued to mark their pro-

gress with fire and sword, till

they had destroyed all, except
two of the temple gates, and
that part of the court which
was destined for the women.*

In the mean time, many of
the Zealots, by making the

most vigorous exertions, ef-

fected their escape from the

temple, and retired into the

city. But the avenues were so

strictly guarded, that it was
impossible for them to escape.

They therefore fortified them-
selves, as well as they were
able, on the south side of it

;

from whence John and Simon
sent to desire a conference with

Titus. They were answered,

that though they had caused all

this ruin and effusion of blood,

yet their lives should be spared

if they would surrender them-
selves. They replied, that

they had engaged by the

most solemn oaths, not to de-

liver up their persons to him
on any condition; and re-

quested permission to retire to

the mountains with their wives
and children.” The Roman
general, enraged at this inso-

lence, ordered proclamation to

be made, that not one of them
should be spared, since they

persisted in rejecting his last

offers of pardon.

f

The daughter of Zion, or

the lower city, was next aban-

doned to the fury of the Roman
soldiers, who plundered, burnt,

and massacred, with insatiable

rage. The Zealots next be-

took themselves to the royal pa-

lace in the upper and stronger

part of Jerusalem, styled also

the city of David, on Mount
Zion. As many of the Jews
had deposited their possessions

in the palace for security, they
attacked it, killed eight thou-
sand four hundred of their

countrymen, and plundered
their property.*

The Roman army spent

nearly twenty days in making
great preparations for attack-

ing the upper city, especially

the royal palace; during which
time many came and made their

submission to Titus. The war-
like engines then played so

furiously upon the zealots, that

they were seized with a sudden
panic, quitted the tow'ers, which
were deemed impregnable, and
ran like mad men towards Shi-

loah, intending to have attacked

the wall of circumvallation, and
escaped out of the city, but
being vigorously repulsed, they

endeavoured to conceal them-
selves in subterraneous pas-

sages
;

and, as many as were
discovered, were put to death.

The conquest of Jerusalem
being now completed, the Ro-
mans placed their ensigns upon
the walls with triumphant joy.

They next walked the streets

with swords in their hands and
killed all they met. Amidst
the darkness of that awful

night, fire was set to the re-

* Josephus, vol. vi. p. 116, J17.

i Ibid. p. m. * Josephus, vol, vi. p, 127.
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maining divisions of the city,

and Jerusalem, wrapt in flames,

and bleeding on every side,

sunk in utter ruin and destruc-

tion. During the siege, which
lasted nearly five months, up-
wards of eleven hundred thou-
sand Jews perished. John and
Simon, the two grand rebels,

with seven hundred of the most
beautiful and vigorous of the

Jewish youth, were reserved

to attend the victor’s triumphal
chariot. After which, Simon
was put to death; and John,
who had stooped to beg his life,

was condemned to perpetual
imprisonment.*

The number who were taken
captive during the fatal contest

w’illi the Romans, amounted to

ninety-seven thousand ; many
of whom were sent into Syria
and other provinces, to be ex-

posed on the public theatres,

to fight like gladiators, or to

be devoured by wild beasts.

The number of those destroyed
during the war, which lasted

seven years, is computed to

have been one million four

hundred and sixty-two thou-

sand.f

When the sword had re-

turned to its scabbard for want
of objects whereon to exercise

its fury, and the troops were
satisfied with plunder, Titus

commanded the whole city and
temple to be demolished . Upon
viewing the strength of the

works, he exclaimed, “ We
have fought with the assistance

of God
;

it was God who drove
the Jews out of these fortifica-

* Josephus, vol, vi. p, 139.

tions ; for what can the hands
of men, or the force of ma-
chines effect against these tow-
ers?” In order to give poste-

rity an idea of the strength of

the city, and the astonishing

valour of its conquerors, he
preserved the highest towers,

Phasaelus, Hippicus, and Ma-
riamne, and a part of the wall
which surrounded Jerusalem
to the west. All the other cir-

cuit of the city was so levelled,

as not to leave those who ap-
proached it, any proof that it

ever had been inhabited.* It

is recorded in the Talmud, and
by Maimonides, that Terentius
Rufus ploughed up the foun-
dations of the temple; thus
were our Saviour’s prophecies
fulfilled : Thine enemies shall

lay thee even with the ground

;

and there shall not be left one
stone upon another
On the reduction of Jerusa-

lem, Titus returned in triumph
to Rome, where the senate de-
creed him a triumph with Ves-
pasian, his father

; and all

things that were esteemed the
most valuable and beautiful,

were exhibited to grace this

great occasion. Among the rich
spoils, those which were saved
from the temple of Jerusalem
were the most remarkable, and
the volume of the law was the
most venerable of all the tro-

phies of the conqueror.

Three strong castles still re-

mained untaken in the almost
desolated land of Judea. Lu-
cillius Bassus was sent by Ves-

* Josephus, vol. vi. p. 142, 143.
+ Luke xix. 44. Newcome’s Obser.

vations, p. 258.i Ibid.
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pasian as lieufenant-general

;

and soon reduced Herodium
and Macliairus. But the castle

of Masada, being very strong

both by nature and art, and
defended by Eleazar, a man
of undaunted courage, baffled

the attacks of the Romans. At
length, however, they caused
it to be surrounded by an high
wall, set tire to the gates, and
prepared to storm it the fol-

lowing day. When the Jews
found no way of saving them-
selves or their fortress from the

hands of the enemy, Eleazar
instigated the garrison to burn
the valuable stores of the castle,

destroy first their women and
children, and then themselves.

Ten men, who were chosen by
lot, executed this horrid pur-
pose. The last survivor among
these executioners, set fire to

the place and destroyed him-
self. When the Romans on
the morrow were preparing to

scale the walls, two women,
who had escaped by concealing

themselves while the rest were
intent on slaughter, related to

them the whole transaction.*

After this terrible event, the

opposition on the part of the

Jews ceased. It was, however,
the submission of impiety and
despair. Every where ruin and
desolation presented itself to

the solitary passenger, and a
melancholy and deathlike si-

lence pervaded the whole re-

gion.
“ The ruin of the Jews,”

says a late historian, ‘‘ is, in

itself, a very interesting event

;

* Josephus, vol. VI. p, 188, 189,

but infinitely more so, when
considered as connected with
religion. A bloody war, in

which party rage conspires with
foreign arms to destroy (he na-
tion

;
an ancient and famous

people, who from their coun-
try, as from a centre, had
spread themselves into every
part of the known world, smit-

ten with the most dreadful ca-

lamities ever recorded in his-

tory; a great and lofty city

devoured by flames, and eleven

hundred thousand inhabitants

buried under its ruins
;
a tem-

ple, the wonder of the world,
and the object of the veneration

of those who followed a diffe-

rent worship, so entirely demg-
lished, that not one stone was ~

left upon another^ are surely

such events, as, if they were
merely human, could not but
highly interest every one. How
much more regard ought we to

pay to them, when we reffect

that they were foretold by
Jesus Christ forty years before

they happened, at a time when
nothing seemed to portend such
an event ;* that the dispersion

of the Jewish people, and the

ruin of their temple, form a
part of the gospel system, by
means of which, a knowledge
of the true God was no longer

to be confined to one nation

only, or bis worship attached

to one particular place. In
short, that these disasters, the

* It ought to be remembered, that the

prediction of our Saviour was given at a
time, when Juden was at peace, under
the sway of a nation, which never, till

the destruction of Jerusalem, treated

their enemies with utter excision and un-

sparing desolation.— rTfltrorj’r Tracts,
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greatest that can be conceived,

are the vengeance that God
took for the greatest crime
>vhich ever was perpetrated
upon the face of the earth, the

cruel and ignominious death of
his Son.”^

It has pleased Providence,
that this important part of his-

tory should be transmitted to

us by Josephus, one of the

Jewish nation, who was an
eye-witness, and had himself a
great share in the principal

events. He has, unintention-

ally, given us a striking de-
monstration of the truth of the

Christian religion, by exhibit-

ing, in the most lively manner,
how the prophecies of our
blessed Lord, concerning the

destruction of Jerusalem, were
literally fulfilled in their fullest'

extent.

ANSWER TO A QUERY
RESPECTING A PASSAGE QUOTED FROM

MAIMONIDES.

To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor.

Gentlemen,
Perhaps it may still be

within the recollection of some
of your readers, that in the

Jewish Repositor}^, vol. ii.

p. 357, there was started an
inquiry relative to a certain

passage of Maimonides, which
spoke of Christ having been
the cause of the destruction of
the Jewish polity and people

;

but which the inquirer had
not been able to authenticate,

either from the reference af-

forded by Dr. G. Sharpe, or

from that, which had been re-

peatedly given him in vain, of
liilcoih Melachim

;

there be-
ing no such passage to be
found in that part of the Yad
Chazaka. Not having this

work of Maimonides in my
possession, all that I could do
in reply, was to furnish, on
the authority of Raymond des
Martins, what I then conceived
to be a fresh, but which, I

have since observed, was only
a more general, reference than
that of Melachim ; and, there-

fore, 1 feel no surprise that he
sliould have carefully examined
the whole of Shophetim w ith-

out being able to find it, when
he had so often overlooked it

in Melachim, where it actually

occurs. The sentence itself,

with all due allowance for the
colouring of our Christian ad-
vocates, 1 was convinced from
the very first, was in the pure
style of Maimonides; and I

made no doubt, that, if I

could once lay my hands on
the volumes of the Y'ad Cha^
zaka, I should not be very
long in authenticating the pas-
sage. That opportunity occur-
red the last week, when visiting

a public library, into which I

was aware the work above men-
tioned had been recently pur-
chased: I inspected the part
referred to, and now have
the pleasure of laying before
In QUIRE NS what he was led
to regard as an evidence of
Maimonides in support of
Christianity. The extract is

taken from the Yad Chazaka,
Shophetim, Hilcoth Melachim,
vol. iv. fol. SOT, col. J, printed
at Amsterdam, in the year* Crevior’fi Roman History.



312 Answer to a Quer^

1702. The author is there

speaking of the character and
dignify of the Messias

;
and,

amongst other remarks, inserts

the subsequent.* “ IBut for

certain he will be like all the

other virtuous and upright

kings of the house of David,
that are now dead. Nor hath

the Lord caused him to subsist,

but in order to try many by
him, as it is said, And of those

of understandings some shall

falls I'O I'f'JJ thenxs and to purifi/s

and to make them whites unto

the time of the end; because it

is yet for a time appomted.
Nay, even of him who gave
himself out for the Messias,

and who was slain by the San-
hedrin, Daniel had already pro-
phesied, saying. The posterity^

toos of the robbers of thy peo-
ple shall exalt themsehes to esta-

blish the vision ; but they shall

miscarry. How could there be
a greater stumbling-block than
this person? For all the pro-
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phets asserted, that the Mes-
sias should redeem Israel, and
save them

;
should gather to-

gether their dispersed, and
establish their religion : where-
as this man was the occasion of

Israel perishing by the sword,
of their remnant being dis-

persed and reduced to wretch-

ed ness, ofthelaw being changed,
of a great part of the world
being seduced, and doing ser-

vice to another besides the

Lord. But it is not in the

power of man to scan the

thoughts of the Creator of the

world
;

for their ways are not

his ways, nor are their thoughts

his thoughts. These deeds of

his, as well as of the pe^son^

who sprang up after him, Ma-
homet, are all for no other end
than to prepare the way for the

king Messias ; who will direct

the whole world to worship the

Lord in unity.” From this

short extract, Inquirens will

of himself perceive what little

cause he had to regret his ina-

bility to authenticate the pas-

sage; and how little those Jews
must have known of the senti-

ments of Maimonides, who were
disposed to itifer, tW he be-

lieved in the Messiaship of

Jesus Christ. The very cir-

cumstance of his having every

where inculcated, that the Mes-
sias should not be different from
any other king, but should

reign, and die, and be suc-

ceeded in his kingdom by his

natural posterity, ought of it-

self to be deemed a sufficient

proof, that he could not have

believed in the Messiaship of

Jesus; not to mention, that,
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in other respects, he has op-

posed more real impediments
to the reception of Christianity

than any Jewish writer what-
ever.

Having so frequently marked
the fallacy of those statements,

which Christian theologistscopy

from each other, as testimonies

of Judaism; I always hesitate

to accredit any extraordinary

inferences they would draw
from them, unless I can con-

sult the original itself, and be
certain that they ha\t3 neither

misunderstood nor misrepre-

sented the sense of the author.

Dr. Gregory Sharpe, we see,

gives the very words of Mai-
monides, so far as they go

:

but as they are wholly cut out

of the middle of a sentence

to serve the purpose, Inqui-
RENS was thus induced to

ascribe to them a degree of
importance, which, on a full

investigation, the context does
not justify. The reference

which the doctor gives of De
Christo^ is highly absurd ; and
warrants my saying, that the

writer had intermeddled with
a subject which he by no means
understood.

Raymond des Martins has
transcribed the part most un-
fairly and shamefully; for, the

better to pervert the meaning
of the author, and to square his

evidence with the tenor of his

own argument, he fabricates,

out of the more distant clauses,

and by a total omission of
whatever was repugnant to his

design, a brief but extraordi-

nary sentence ; whereby the

reader is left to suppose, that

VOL. I.

Maimonides did certainly at-

tach something miraculous and
divine to the mission of Jesus
Christ. This, however, is not

the only instance, in which my
favourite Raymund has con-
trived to deceive me.
The perversions of Nicholas

de Lyra with his et promeruity
after that Raymund had set

him the example, are in some
measure excusable. But f have
observed, in his Method with
the Jews, one imposition of so

glaring a nature, that I must
censure it without sparing

;
and

the more so, as your valuable
correspondent, who had taken
the pains to translate and illus-

trate the author, has been de-
luded into an argument in sup-
port of the incarnation, for

which there is not, as Nicholas
would persuade us, the least

shadow of authority. The part

to which I allude, appears in

the form of a note by the

translator, (Jewish Repository,

vol. iii. p. IQ3)
;
where the au-

thor, for the purpose of eluci-

dating the words of the Psalm-
ist in reference to the birth of
Christ, is said to quote a re-

markable sentence from Rab-
barachia, on Lam. v. 3; TVe
are orphans without a father.
“ The holy and blessed God
says to Israel, You said before

me, We are orphans without
a father : the Redeemer whom
1 w ill raise up from among
you, shall be without a fa-

ther;” as it is written in Ps.cx.
Of the womb of Aurora is the

dew of thine infancy.” Now
the Medrash, which Nicholas
pretends to have cited, is as

2 s
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follows; and wliicli, as the

reader may see, lias nothing to

do with the Messias, nor yet

with the hnndrcd and tenth

psalm.* We are orphans
and have no father. Rabbi
Oarachia, in the name of Rabbi
Levi, says, The Lord said

unto Israel, Ye weep and say

before me. We are orphans,

and have no father living
;
so

even the redeemer, whom I

shall raise up from the midst of
you in Media, will have nei-

ther father nor mother, as it is

written: And he brought up
Hadassah, that is, Esther, his

uncle’s daughter; as she had
neither father nor mother.”
Medrash Echa, fob 59, col. 2,

Amsterdam ed. Here the fraud
of Nicholas de Lyra stands

egregiously exposed. The re-

deemer of the Medrash is not
the Messias, but Esther: and
she is said not to be without
a father only, but without
either father or mother, and,
therefore, in the same orphan
and parentless state with the

dejected Jewish people. Ni-
cholas, however, by stopping
where he ought not to^ have
stopped, and by omitting what
he ought not to have omitted,
has found means to inspire his

readers with the belief of this

being some remarkable testi-

mony of the Jewish church in
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favour of the incarnation. The
worthy translator will likewise

acknowledge, that he has been
drawn into an error with re-

spect to the meaning of Hab^
barachia ; which is not, as he
evidently supposes, the name of

the book, but of the author of

the tradition, and ought to have
been written, Rab Barachia,

I cannot let this opportunity
slip, without cautioning the

reader against the many extra-

ordinary and unauthorized as-

sertions of Peter Galatine; In
citing this text of Maimonidcs,
we find him straying to the

highest degree from the sense

of the original ; which, how-
ever, is not to be wondered at,

as it is of a similar complexion
with nearly all his other cita-

tions ; which are deserving of

no credit, not even when fur-

nished in the original, and with

the minutest references, unless

they should perfectly accord

with the known principles of

Judaism, and be corroborated

by vouchers independent of

himself.

Cocceius, it is plain, is the

only man who has rightly com-
prehended the drift of Mai-
monides. 11 is admiration, that

the author should charge upon
our Saviour the destruction and
dispersion of the Jewish people,

is by no means out of place;

but would have ceased, per-

haps, had he called to mind,

that profane history is a de-

partment oflearning with which
the profoundest divines of tlie

Jewish church were but litile

acquainted: and tfiat, if Mai-

monides did actually attribute
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to the spread of Christianity

the rooted antipathy of the

Romans to the Jewish nation,

it may indeed be matter for

correction, but ought not to be
considered as matter of asto-

nishment.—I am, &c.
John Oxlee.

Stonegrave, June 29th, 1816.

REMARKS ON DAN. XI. 36, &c.

To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor.

Gentlemen,
H AViNG expressed my sen-

timents some years since to the

same effect as your correspon-

dent does in the number for

April, concerning the prophecy
of Daniel, chap. xi. 36, et pas-
sim—that the wilful king de-

noted Mahomet and his suc-

cessors, I would support the

request of N. for a more parti-

cular examination of that diffi-

cult, but interesting portion of
lioly writ.

My opinion has been founded
on other reasons than those ad-

vanced by your correspondent,

and as they may lead to fur-

ther discussion, I beg leave to

occupy your pages with a brief

statement.

1.

The abomination (ver. 31)
which was to be set up, indi-

cated the commencement* of

the tyrannical empire. In
former ages the abominations

mentioned ~in scripture (not as

falsely interpreted by those

who, about our Lord’s time,

* I am aware that by such a supposi-

tion, a great chasm is created in what'
may be considered the continued historj',

but on examination, the same transition

will be found in Dan. viii- 8, 9. and 22,

23, of which the remainder of the chap-
ter in question is an amplification.

had rendered the lefter of none
effect by their traditions, and
applied the term to the military

ensigns of the Roman power)
consisted rather in idolatrous

modes of worship, framed in op-

position to the religion of Jeho-
vah. iMahomet trampled under
foot the worship of the Son of
God, and boldly counted the

blood of the covenant an un-

holy thing, and hence, con-

sis' ently with his blasphemous
and inihallowed principles, by
desolating the sanctuary of

Christ, he set up the predicted

abomination.

2. The prophecy of the ele-

venth chapter is only a more
detailed and full account of the

vision which Daniel saw, and
related in the eighth chapter,

and is not a new vision
;
and to

what other vision than that of
the eighth chapter can the

words of the interpreting angel

(Dan. X. 14.) refer. The whole
chapter is confined to that king-

dom and empire which was to

overturn the dominion of the

ram, and out of which that

little horn was to arise which
would trample the host under
foot and cast down the place of

his sanctuary. This little horn,

represented in the eleventh

chapter by ‘‘-the wilful king,”

or, as explained by the angel

(Dan. viii.) as a “ king of fierce

countenance,” modern authors

have indubitably proved to be
Mahomet and his successors.

3. In the language of scrip-

ture, a king, or kingly govern-
ment, (Dan. vii. J7.) is not con-

fined to the person of one man,
and should be understood, as



316 Remarks on Dan. xi. 36. S-c.

in this ease, of a succession of

tyrants, to continue so long as

the dominion is to endure;
ivliich duration the propliecy

(Dan. xi. 36.) expressly con-

fines to ‘‘ the period of the in-

dignation.''''

4. This period of the indig-

nation can be none other than

the time, times and a half, or

1260 years, during which the

power of the holy people is to

be scattered, and at tlie expi-

ration of which the sanctuary is

to be cleansed; (Dan. viii. 14,

and xii. 7.) for that the two
periods of 2300 and 1260 years

conterminate, the nature of

events spoken of seems fully to

confirm.

5. As the deliverance of the

Jews, or their restoration to

J udea their inheritance, and the

still promised possession of the

seed of Abraham, is evidently

connected with the fall of the

wilful king, that territory of

the Most High being now in

bondage to the successors of

Mahomet, their dominion and
religion must necessarily be
subverted, or the waters of this

Euphrates dried up to make
way for the restoration of this

royal race
;
and hence must it

be inferred that its occupation
is now usurped by the wilful

king.

6. I believe the prophecy to

have been fulfilled and to be
fulfilling by Mahomet and his

successors, because that reli-

gion and empire, which are

inseparable, the sovereignty
and priesthood residing in the
chief of the Mahometan faith,

have combined and embodied

all the characteristics of the

wilful king, and of his type
the little horn.

7. 'Hence, also, I conclude
his further duration cannot be
long, as the Mahometan era

most remarkably accords with

the scripture periods of the

1260 years, the Mahometans
now dating from the 1232nd
year of the Hegira, a wonder-
ful coincidence to ray mind,
marked as it were by the finger

of God, especially if the cir-

cumstances and expectations of

present times be taken into ac-

count
;
and that no other peo-

ple, or nation, or language,

calculate by a like era, there-

fore 1 conclude that none other

than the Mahometans, and in

particular the Turkish power,
which now holds in ignomi-

nious bondage the Holy Land,
and excludes its rightful pos-

sessors, are represented by the

wilful king, and that when the

measure of their era shall be
filled up, so as to complete the

period of 1260 years, their

kingdom is finished.

Your correspondent has also

justly surmised that the anti-

christ of St. John cannot be the

pope, which power has not de-

nied the Son to be God* This,

however, has been the constant

practice of Mahometans, which
the quotations from the volume
of their faith attest

;
and as the

‘‘ declaration of immunity ”

by Mahomet, proclaimed the

extirpation of both Christians

and Jews, those people of
the book,” as he emphatically

denominated them, by fire and
sword ; and enjoined the set-



On the African Jezcs,—Letter to the Editors, 317

tin^^ uj) of a false religion in-

stead of that of Christ, it is no
libel upon Mahomet and his

successors, to say that they are

antichrist. Indeed I feel well

persuaded that the history of

the Mahometans has never been

sufficiently studied in order to

explain the word of God ;
but

I hope the subject will now be

taken up and be amply discus-

sed by the able pens of your
very learjied correspondents.

B.

ON THE AFRICAN JEWS.

To the Editors of the Jewish Expositor.

Gentlemen,
If 1 am not mistaken, the

generality of your readers have

been, like myself, much more
in the habit of hearing of the

descendants of Abraham in

Asia, (those in China, and the

white and black Jews of Co-
chin) and of those who abound
in Europe, (in Poland, Ger-
many, Holland, &c.) than of

those who inhabit the continent

of Africa. One could not feel

otherwise than much gratified,

if one of your correspondents

were so kind as to furnish some
correct information respecting

African Jews. I regret that

I can offer but a mite, in the

few following lines :

“

In modern geographical

works, we are assured that

Abyssinia is now partly inha-

bited by Jews, who speak a

dialect of the Hebrew.
' At the town of Torabuctoo,

a principal mart of commerce
between the Moors and Ne-
groes, there are (according to

the information given to Mr.
Mungo Park) ‘‘many Jews;
but they all speak Arabic, and
use the same prayers as the

Moors.” May they not be
considered, like the Afghans,
as descendants of Abraham,
who submitted to the sangui-
nary requisitions of the fol-

lowers of Mohammed, and
have, at least in part, pro-
fessed themselves Mussulmans,
that their lives might be
spared ?

The island of Madagascar,
we learn, is inhabited in part

by persons, some of whose
ceremonies and practices re-

semble Jewish: whence it has

been conjectured that they are

descended from Jews. The
Jews in the city of Morocco
amount to about 4,000 ; and in

the other states of Barbary
one is led to suppose they are

numerous. O.

LETTER TO THE EDITORS'

To the Editors ofthe Jewish Expositor*

Gentlemen,
If you will indulge me with

a small space in your valuable

work, 1 will just propose the

following questions, in the

hope that some well-informed

Jew, or Jews, who may have
embraced Christianity, will be

so kind as to afford accurate

replies. The information may
possibly be serviceable even to

those who are now making
efibrts to promote Christianity

among the Jews.
1. In what countries and in

w hat towns are those seminaries

situated, in which Jewishyoung
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men are educated for the priest-

hood ?

2. What is the usual number
of students in each of those se-

minaries ?

3. What branches of litera-

ture (besides the Old Testa-

ment, and the works of learned

Jews relative to the Old IVsta-

ment and Jewish customs, &c.)
are cultivated ?

4. Are there any Jewish
students at ( hristian or Maho-
metan universities

;
e, g. at

Leyden ? E.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON
SOCIETY.

It is with great satisfaction

that we are enabled to subjoin

the following extract of a let-

ter from the Secretary of the

Frankfort Bible Society, to the

Rev. Dr. SteinkopfF, which has

been kindly forwarded to us by
that gentleman. It furnishes

an undeniable proof that the

intelligent part of the Jewish
people, on the Continent, are

beginning to regard with atten-

tion the zeal of the Christian

world, in promoting the gene-

ral circulation of the holy scrip-

tures.

This is assuredly a token for

good, and may well lead us to

hope tliat God is graciously,

though gradually, removing
the vail from the hearts of his

ancient people, that thej^ may
turn unto the Lord. Other
facts which have come to our
knowledge, but which for ob-

vious reasons, it would not be
prudent to publish, confirm us

in the hope that an unusual
attention to the truths of Chris-

tianity has been excited of late,

in the minds of the descendants
of Abraham. In consequence
of the request at the conclusion
of the subjoined extract, the

Committee of tlie London So-
ciety have resolved to forward
fifty copies of the gospels in

Hebrew, to be placed at the

disposal of the Committee at

Frankfort. We will *ake this

occasion to add, that we hope
our readers, and all the friends

of the great cause in which the

Society is engaged, will feel

more and more sensible of the

value and importance of a

translation of the New Testa-

ment scriptures into the He-
brew language.

It is not possible to calculate

how great or how speedy,

through the blessing of God,
may be the effects produced
by it, especially among the

continental Jews, who for the

most part are acquainted with

the language of their fathers,

and warmly attached to it.

There is a reasonable prospect

of the whole translation being

finished and published in the

course of another year, if the

necessary funds can be raised.

We trust this will operate as a

stimulus 'to Cliristians to exert

tliemselves witli new zeal for

this purpose.

Extract from a Letter of the Secre-

tary of the Frankfort Bible So-

ciety.

‘‘In consequence of the pub-
lic advertisement, in which we
announced the establishment of

our Bible Society, the atten-

tion of the Jews has been drawn
towards it, and some expressed
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ilieir regret, that no invitation

had been given to some of their

bodj to take a share in this

work. We shall now consider

this point, and in the mean
time request you. Sir, in the

name of our Bible Society, to

apply to the Society for pro-

moting Christianity among the

Jews, to favour us witli a num-
ber of copies of their version

of the New Testament into He-
brew, as far as it is prinled,

that we may distribute the

same in a judicious manner
among the Jews in our city

and vicinity, being fully per-

suaded that such a distribution

would not remain without a

blessina.”

The two Quarterly Sermons
were preached at the Episcopal
Jews’ Chapel on Sunday, the

14th of July
;
that in the morn-

ing by the Rev. T. S. Grim-
shawe, M. A. Rector of Burton-
Latimer, from the ninth chap-
ter of Daniel, 24th and follow-

ing verses. That in the evening
by the liev. W. Borrows, M.A.
of Clapham; from the second
chapter of Haggai and the 9th

verse. The collections amount-
ed to above £30. An adult

Jewess, aged 62, resident at

Westminster, was, at her own
earnest request, publicly bap-
tized after the second lesson of

the morning service;

LETTr.fl FROM THR REV. DR.
JOHN JAHN, OF VIENNA.

Tht* Rev. Dr. John Jahn, of Vi-

enna, bus kindly presented the

London Society with a copy of

a work lately publ shed by him
- in Latin, on the Piophecies re-

specting the Messiah. His gift

was accompanied with the fol-

lowing Latin letter.

Vienrue in Austria. 25th Aug. 1815.

Venerabiles in Christo Fratres !

Hoc nomine, ut censeo, ap-
tissimo appello, quibuscum etsi

non eadem ccclesia, religione

tarnen eadem ct eodem edo-

cendi incredulos desiderio con-

junctus sum. Quam ob rem,
ut meam tester venerationem,

hanc meam. adjacentem qua-
lemcunque vaticiniorum Mes-
siam promittciitium explana-
tionem transmitto, quam qui-

dem non eo scripsi consilio,

ut Judaeos ad amplectendam
doctrinam Christianam invita-

rem, sed potius, ut permultos
scriptures Germanos, conten-

dentes, promissum non fuisse

nisi Messiam Judaicum seu

gentium debellatorem et armis
potentissimum monarcham, hu-
maniter monerem, ne tantacum
confidentia pronunciarent dic-

tata sua', qute nequaquam er-

rata sunt, et quorum contfa-

rium absque negotio evinci

potest, quod ipsum praestare

conatus sum. Cum autem Ju-
daei ejusdem sint sententiae,

subiit mentem meam spes, hunc
meum libellum prodesse etiam
Judaeis posse, quibus meliora

edocendis vestra generoso ani-

mo conjuncta societas operam
naval, cui prosperum succes-

sum precor. Benev(ile itaque

suscipite, quod off'ero munus-
culum, et si me vestra atten-

tione non indignuin censetis,

amorem et favorera vestrum
mi hi non denegate, qui vos
summa observantia colo, et sum.

Vester Servus humillimus,

JoH. Jahn
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poF/raY.
In the Jevsish Expositor^ puge 232 , it was announced that the translation of

the Four Gospels into Hebrew had been compleledy and was now ready for
circulation amongst the Jews in every part of the world :

—

NO W let the Christian heart give thanks

That Israel, scatter’d from the ranks,

May to the Christian standard move;
Receive the doctrines of the Cross,

Sifted from speculation’s dross,

A token pure of heavenly love.

Saviour (»f Men ! who didst inspire

Thy followers once with “tongues of

fire,”

To publish doctrines new ;

Now let that “ Comforter” divine

Upon thy ancient kindred shine.

To prove those doctrines true.
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